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Transformations in the Relationship be-
tween Iran and the Houthis in the Context

of Regional Tensions
ATEQ GARALLAH* ABDULFATTAH AL-SAREB**

ORCID NO: 0000-0003-3888-529X ORCID NO: 0009-0004-3497-4433

ABSTRACT: : This study examines the prospects of the relationship between Iran and
the Houthi movement within the context of the Yemeni civil war and escalating regional
tensions, particularly following the events of October 7. The study outlines the stages of
development in the Iran-Houthi relationship, from limited military support and marginal
Iranian influence between 2005 and 2014, to a close strategic partnership from 2015 to
2024. The analysis further highlights the evolution of the Houthis from an Iranian proxy
to a key partner in the "Axis of Resistance" following heightened Iran-Israel tensions
and Israeli war on Gaza and Lebanon, which have bolstered Iran's regional influence.
Despite the apparent cohesion in the Iran-Houthi alliance, the partnership faces a sig-

nificant test today, especially with Donald Trump's return to the White House.
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